
NATIVE POLLINATOR-FRIENDLY
SHRUB SPECIES

See full Recommended Species List for value to pollinators,
flowering months, & local suppliers.

*evergreen species are shaded green
*ground covers are shaded tan

SMALLER SHRUBS--MORE
COMMONLY AVAILABLE

(1st of 3 Shrub Lists)

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME

Callicarpa americana American beautyberry
Ceanothus americanus New Jersey tea
Diervilla sessilifolia Southern Bush

Honeysuckle
Hydrangea arborescens Smooth Hydrangea
Hypericum prolificum Shrubby St. Johnswort 
Leucothoe fontanesiana Doghobble
Rhododendron viscosum Swamp Azalea
Rosa carolina Carolina Rose
Spiraea alba Narrowleaf

Meadowsweet

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/callicarpa-americana/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ceanothus-americanus/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/diervilla-sessilifolia/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hydrangea-arborescens/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hypericum-prolificum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/leucothoe-fontanesiana/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-viscosum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rosa-carolina/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/spiraea-alba/


Spiraea tomentosa Steeplebush, Hardhack
Viburnum acerifolium Maple-leaf viburnum
Xanthorhiza
simplicissima

Yellowroot

TALLER SHRUBS--MORE COMMONLY
AVAILABLE (2nd of 3 Shrub Lists)

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME
Amelanchier canadensis Canadian serviceberry
Aronia arbutifolia Red Chokeberry
Aronia melanocarpa Black chokeberry
Calycanthus floridus Carolina allspice
Cephalanthus
occidentalis

Buttonbush

Clethra acuminata Mountain Pepperbush
Corylus americana Hazelnut
Euonymus americanus Hearts-a-bustin
Fothergilla major Mountain witchalder
Hamamelis virginiana American witchhazel
Ilex verticillata Common Winterberry

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/spiraea-tomentosa/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/viburnum-acerifolium/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/xanthorhiza-simplicissima/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/xanthorhiza-simplicissima/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/amelanchier-canadensis/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/aronia-arbutifolia/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/aronia-melanocarpa/
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=CAFL22
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/cephalanthus-occidentalis/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/cephalanthus-occidentalis/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/clethra-acuminata/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/corylus-americana/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/euonymus-americanus/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=FOMA
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hamamelis-virginiana/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/ilex-verticillata/


Itea virginica Virginia sweetspire
Kalmia latifolia Mountain Laurel
Lindera benzoin Spicebush
Physocarpus opulifolius Common ninebark 
Rhododendron
arborescens

Sweet/Smooth Azalea

Rhododendron
calendulaceum

Flame Azalea

Rhododendron
periclymenoides

Pinxter azalea

Rhododendron vaseyl Pinkshell azalea
Rhus aromatica Fragrant Sumac
Sambucus canadensis Common elderberry
Vaccinium corymbosum Highbush blueberry
Viburnum cassinoides Witherod Viburnum
Viburnum nudum Possumhaw holly
Viburnum prunifolium Smooth Blackhaw

SMALL & TALL SHRUBS--LESS
COMMONLY AVAILABLE

(3rd of 3 Shrub Lists)

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/itea-virginica/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/kalmia-latifolia/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/lindera-benzoin/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/physocarpus-opulifolius/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-arborescens/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-arborescens/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-calendulaceum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-calendulaceum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-periclymenoides/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-periclymenoides/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-vaseyi/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhus-aromatica/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/sambucus-canadensis/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/vaccinium-corymbosum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/viburnum-cassinoides/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/viburnum-nudum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/viburnum-prunifolium/


SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME
Alnus serrulata Tag alder
Amorpha fruticosa Tall/False indigo-bush
Comptonia peregrina Sweetfern
Hydrangea radiata Silverleaf Hydrangea
Hypericum densiflorum Bushy St. John’s-wort
Hypericum hypericoides St. Andrew's cross 
Philadelphus inodorus Mock orange
Prunus americana American plum
Rhododendron
catawbiense

Catawba
Rhododendron

Rhododendron
maximum

Rosebay
rhododendron

Rhododendron minus Carolina
rhododendron

Rhus glabra Smooth sumac
Rhus typhina Staghorn sumac
Rosa palustris Swamp rose
Rosa virginiana Virginia rose
Rubus odoratus Flowering Raspberry
Salix humilis Prairie willow

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/alnus-serrulata/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/amorpha-fruticosa/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/comptonia-peregrina/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hydrangea-radiata/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/hypericum-densiflorum/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=HYHY
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/philadelphus-inodorus/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/prunus-americana/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-catawbiense
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-catawbiense
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-maximum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-maximum/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhododendron-minus/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhus-glabra/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rhus-typhina/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rosa-palustris/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rosa-virginiana/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/rubus-odoratus/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=sahu2


Salix sericea Silky willow
Spiraea latifolia Broadleaf

Meadowsweet
Symphoricarpos
orbiculatus

Coral berry

Vaccinium
altomontanum

Blue Ridge Blueberry

Vaccinium
angustifolium

Late lowbush
blueberry

Vaccinium macrocarpon Cranberry
Viburnum carolinianum Carolina Arrowwood
Viburnum lantanoides Hobblebush
Yucca filamentosa Adam's needle, Yucca

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/salix-sericea/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=SPALL
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/symphoricarpos-orbiculatus/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/symphoricarpos-orbiculatus/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=vapa4
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=vapa4
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/vaccinium-angustifolium/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/vaccinium-angustifolium/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/vaccinium-macrocarpon/
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=VICA11
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/viburnum-lantanoides/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/yucca-filamentosa/

